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President

 
 

 

ILYAS ALLY  

 

Iôm a 3
rd

 year Philosophy/NMC student. Iôve spent the past three years with the MSA, on the 

Outreach committee in first year, as Outreach Coordinator last year, and as Vice-President 

Brothers this year. 

 

As president, I hope to build upon my experience to help the MSA improve and grow. Here are 

some ideas: 

 

1) Streamlining our activities: The MSA puts on many events, but sometimes these events 

conflict with each other because they are organized separately. For example, we might 

have numerous March events after a low-key January. This leads to events competing for 

organizers and attendees. To solve this, we need a big-picture view of the year ahead to 

ensure that large-scale events are spaced out and each is given sufficient attention. 

 

2) Better publicity, better website: Without proper publicity, our events have no impact. We 

need a more comprehensive publicity strategy that includes funds for postering, a fall 

frosh recruitment plan, and a dedicated publicity team. 

 

A key part of this will be ensuring that we have a webmaster and that our website is fully 

functional by September. Our website should be an up-to-date source of information, and 

an interactive extension of our campus community. 

 

3) Working with other groups: An excellent way of raising the profile of our events is 

working with other groups. This year we have done worked with Free the Children the 

NMC department, and others. I hope to continue this trend to attract diverse crowds to 

our events and broaden the MSAôs scope. 
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Brother’s Vice President

 
 

MUEEN HAKAK 

 

Asalam Alaikum, 

 

It is indeed a matter of great honour and responsibility to be a representative of the Muslim 

community and I humbly put forth my name for such a cause. My name is Mueen Farooq Hakak 

and I have been nominated for the VP Brothers and Communications Director positions. My 

experiences with Muslim groups include organizing MSA-SWJ documentary, volunteering at 

IAW, QQC McMaster, being elected VP of MMPJ, McMaster besides routine participation in 

Islamic events.  

If elected, my intentions will be to achieve the following, Insha Allah: 

1) Make MSA more open and inclusive for Muslims who are reluctant to approach the MSA 

on their own, like 

a. First year students, especially international students 

b. Recently immigrated Muslims  

c. Sisters and brothers who feel excluded from the MSA (due to differences in dress, 

culture, color, opinion, etc). 

2) Make MSA a prominent voice in issues like TTC U-Pass, incremental levyôs, tuition 

price increases, health and safety issues, etc., especially within the UTSU where we 

account for one of the largest groups.  

3) Advocate with the University Governing Council to get Muslims on campus the best 

possible accommodations in the areas of examination schedules, Halal eating options, 

bigger Jummah spaces, etc. 

4) Promote Islam on campus with events like annual Islamic Quiz or Qiraôat tournaments, 

multi-faith dialogues with Judeo-Christian scholars, etc. 

The call to duty for a Muslim arises from the Quranic commandment to óenjoin the good and 

forbid the evilô. As a representative of Muslims on campus, this will be the cornerstone of my 

actions, Insha Allah. 
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Sister’s Vice President

 
 

RABIA MOHAMMADI  

 

Assalam Alaikum, my name is Rabia Mohammadi and for the past two years I have had the great 

opportunity to be involved the MSA, first as TMV assistant editor and this year as Sisters' 

Events' Coordinator. My experience with the MSA has been great and I would love to use the 

expertise I have gained to contribute to the MSA in the coming year. My experience has enabled 

me to understand the function and goals of the MSA and interact with countless Muslims, both U 

of T and non- U of T students. I have organized many events this year, which were a great means 

to unite Muslim sisters from different campuses and within UTSG campus itself. I plan to use 

my position as Sisters' Vice President as a means to a greater goal; that is to increase the 

professionalism of the MSA, better cater to the Muslim community on campus, and foster the 

spirit of Sisterhood within the General Body by uniting Muslim sisters on and off campus and 

accommodating their diverse and individual needs. 
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Treasurer 

 

  

GULRAIZ BAJWA 

 

My reasons for joining the MSA Exec Committee are simple. Deen is priority number one in life 

for me! And though it really is even in the simplest of ways, our MSA here at U of T is doing 

truly amazing things towards Islam and towards fostering a sense of true brother and sisterhood 

on campus. In these efforts, I sincerely want to contribute my little share. 

I like change, I like meeting new people, I am extremely comfortable around others, and I like to 

listen to what people have to say. Often, if I see something I don't like, I set out to change that 

situation and I stop at absolutely nothing until I achieve that goal! Call me obsessive-compulsive 

in that respect if you wish but this is how I get things done. In anything in life I choose to pursue, 

I make sure that it means a lot to me and that I'm doing it for the right reasons. As a result, 

everything I do, I do it with a burning passion and flair! Without a doubt, The U of T MSA is 

one of these things that mean a lot to me. Striving towards the position of Treasurer, I also 

believe that my background in business and commerce should help tremendously with fulfilling 

my duties. 

Though this is for you to decide, I honestly do believe that I make a very solid candidate for 

Treasurer. Vote me in, and I'll commit myself to proving it! Assalaamualaikum... 

 

 

IMRAN MOHAMMAD  

[no statement provided] 
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Communications Director

 

 

AHMAD KHAN 

 

I am a third year undergraduate at the University of Toronto in Honors Biophysics with a minor 

in English. I am on the Deans List for academic excellence and have been awarded scholarships 

for academic achievement. My program challenges me to think critically and decisively. The 

emphasis on problem solving nurtures creative, imaginative thinking. My organizational, team-

building and interpersonal skills have been honed by a variety of volunteer experiences. I am on 

the Executive Committee of Jimma Ethiopia, a student-led international health organization 

designed to strengthen connections between Ethiopian and Canadian medical students. I acted as 

a liaison between the Ethiopian community and the organization, helping to foster greater 

awareness and support for the project by building a network of connections. I am also on the 

Exec Commitee for Meal Exchange, a student-led national charity seeking to find creative 

solutions for food shortages in the Greater Toronto Area. As a communications director, I will 

strive to establish greater partnerships between the MSA and other student groups, such as Meal 

Exhange and UTIHP (University of Toronto International Health Program) and concurrently 

raise greater awareness of MSA objectives and goals. 

 
MUEEN HAKAK 

 

Asalam Alaikum, 

 

It is indeed a matter of great honour and responsibility to be a representative of the Muslim 

community and I humbly put forth my name for such a cause. My name is Mueen Farooq Hakak 

and I have been nominated for the VP Brothers and Communications Director positions. My 

experiences with Muslim groups include organizing MSA-SWJ documentary, volunteering at 

IAW, QQC McMaster, being elected VP of MMPJ, McMaster besides routine participation in 

Islamic events.  

If elected, my intentions will be to achieve the following, Insha Allah: 

1. Make MSA more open and inclusive for Muslims who are reluctant to approach the MSA 

on their own, like 

a. First year students, especially international students 

b. Recently immigrated Muslims  

c. Sisters and brothers who feel excluded from the MSA (due to differences in dress, 

culture, color, opinion, etc). 

2. Make MSA a prominent voice in issues like TTC U-Pass, incremental levyôs, tuition 

price increases, health and safety issues, etc., especially within the UTSU where we 

account for one of the largest groups.  (contôd on next page) 
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3. Advocate with the University Governing Council to get Muslims on campus the best 

possible accommodations in the areas of examination schedules, Halal eating options, 

bigger Jummah spaces, etc. 

4. Promote Islam on campus with events like annual Islamic Quiz or Qiraôat tournaments, 

multi-faith dialogues with Judeo-Christian scholars, etc. 

The call to duty for a Muslim arises from the Quranic commandment to óenjoin the good and 

forbid the evilô. As a representative of Muslims on campus, this will be the cornerstone of my 

actions, Insha Allah. 

 

SHIFANA KHAN 

 

Assalamu Alaikum, 

  

My full name is Nurul-Shifana Khan but everyone calls/knows me as Shifana, which could be 

the cause of the confusion. 

  

I do accept the nomination as a communications director and here is my statement: 

  

My name is Nurul-Shifana Khan and I am in 2nd year Chemical Engineering. Communications 

is a vital part of life, that without it mankind would not exist. Likewise, MSA is also highly 

dependent on communication to make sure that people are aware of the events they put together. 

I've learned the importance of communication first-hand by being the coordinator of the first ever 

Muslim Women's Conference this year. For the past two years I have also been part of the 

working group of Leaders of Tomorrow (LOT) in the Chemical Engineering department. As part 

of the LOT, I have organized several events to help students on their leadership and networking 

skills. With my experiences in the fore-mentioned affiliations, I believe that I can fulfill the 

requirements of a communications director. I will do my best to makes sure that everyone is fully 

aware of the numerous events that the members of MSA work so hard to organizeéJUST FOR 

YOU GUYS! Even if it means that all of UFT has to be covered in bright neon posters! 

 

YASIR KHAN  

 

As a graduate student I have been assigned Teaching Assistant of various courses in the 

Chemistry Department for the past two years. Part of my job description requires that I keep in 

contact with the Professor to structure the tutorial. At the same time I am constantly seeking 

feedback from the students in my tutorial to determine their needs. Timely, clear and effective 

Communication and taking Responsibility are key elements of this job. 

 

This is my sixth year at the University of Toronto! I feel a certain affinity in particular towards 

the muslim community on campus and the university community in general. For this reason, I 

am offering my services in an attempt to give back to this community. I pray that Allah guides 

me to make the best use of my time and energy. 
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 Sister’s Events Coordinator

 

 

FARHANA RAHMAN  

 

A "well-rounded" individual is not characterized simply by their academic excellence, their 

extensive involvement in the community, or their ability to shine as a leader.  It is the balance 

one finds in all these areas, while being a constant role model and mentor for others.  As 

students, that is where we come in.  It is our job to be the role models of our community ï 

willing to bring about change and make a difference.   

 

To be on the executive committee of the Muslim Students' Association will allow me to be a 

leader, a mentor, and a constant source of encouragement to bring about that "change." I have 

extensive experience in various areas of education, counseling, and fundraising, and I have taken 

on considerable leadership and supervisory roles, both on campus and in the community at large.  

My recent involvement in several subcommittees of the MSA ï as an active volunteer of the 

Women's' Conference and Islam Awareness Week, and as the Photography Contest Co-

Coordinator for The Muslim Voice ï I have had first-hand experience in the many 

responsibilities and rewards that are a crucial part of any successful organization.  My constant 

enthusiasm and love for teaching, intertwined with my proven leadership skills have led to my 

appointment as Awareness Co-Coordinator for the Orphan Sponsorship Program and Public 

Relations Director for Peace by PEACE. I am an enthusiastic, creative, and hard-working 

individual who never hesitates to take on any task at hand, with commitment, dedication, and a 

positive attitude. [statement edited due to word limit restrictions] 

 

 



 - 10 - 

Students for World Justice Coordinator

 

 

HORIS MANSURI 

 

As-Salaamu alaikum (Peace be with you). My name is Horis Mansuri and I am a third year 

student in the Human Biology: Health and Disease Specialist program. I have been an active 

member of the MSA since my first year at U of T. Throughout these three years I have learned a 

great deal and have matured within the association. It is in my humble opinion that I am a 

capable candidate to head either Students for World Justice (SWJ) or Outreach. 

  

In the past, I have taken part in the organization and follow through of Outreach events. 

Furthermore, I developed an increasing interest in social justice issues after completing a 

comprehensive course on Health and Human Rights. It is through my experiences and strong 

interest in these two committees that I have decided to run as a candidate for these two positions.  

 

What I have to offer is enthusiasm, strong leadership, and determination. My motivation first and 

foremost is to seek the pleasure of Allah and I will do this by heading a committee which I hope 

will bring about positive changes through proactive endeavours. I am not only excited to get to 

know each and everyone of the members that decide to join either one of the committees, which 

inôshallah (God willing) I will be a part of, but I am also looking forward to working with you. 

 

MARGENA SADIKU 

 

Muslims face so many difficulties nowadays including stereotypes, the continuous media 

pressure and even oppression. It is hard to just lay back in our own comfort and be spectators 

while our brothers and sisters are suffering. Maybe it was an incident a couple of weeks ago that 

made me feel it deeper than before. As a newly covered Muslim girl I hadnôt been a target of 

ñopinionsò and ñbeliefsò of other people and I was shocked when a random student said while 

waiting to cross the street: ñYou know, maybe you should cross without waiting for the cars to 

pass. They will stop anyways thinking you are a terrorist or something.ò  Yeah, right! Because it 

was really obvious I had a couple of bombs implanted in my body.  

 

But this is nothing compared to the insults and the injustice that is being done to other brothers 

and sisters in different countries, where they are prohibited education, the liberty of choosing 

their faith or whatôs worse they are not even allowed to call their own land their own. I strongly 

believe that if each and every one of us tries to make a difference, by the end of the day we might 

see light and wisdom shining in horizon. Less people will strictly believe mediaôs lies and 

inshallah more will be interested in finding out who Muslims really are. But this will not happen 

if we donôt take a step forward and fight the injustice thatôs being done to so many of us. 

[statement edited due to word limit restrictions] 
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NOURAH QA'ATY 

 

Assalam alikum brothers and sisters, 

 

My name is Nourah Qaôaty. As a first year student coming to U of T, I was honestly impressed 

by the efforts you have put together to make our MSA such a great success mashaALLAH. I 

think this particular position is a very unique one because it helps our MSA become involved on 

the international level, making people more aware of the injustice in the world and our view of it. 

Speaking against injustice is an integral part of our faith as muslims as we enjoin the good and 

forbid the evil in the world. The prophet Mohammed peace be upon him said, a person should 

help his brother whether he is an oppressor or an oppressed. If he is the oppressor he should 

prevent him from doing it, for that is his help; and if he is the oppressed he should be helped 

(against oppression). This is the position that I would like to promote if elected inshaALLAH. A 

lot of injustice is being done to Muslims or in the name of Islam creating misconceptions and 

stereotypes that I am sure we are all aware of. We can most definitely change that if we speak up 

and become active voices in our Toronto community.  

 

 

ROOHAN AHMAD  

 

Islamic leadership is legendary. We have been blessed with some of the greatest leaders in 

history, such as, Saladin, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Khalid bin Walid, the Khulifa-e-Rashideen, 

Tipu Sultan, and so on. These people have become great leaders by following the greatest 

example of leadership, Muhammad SAS. I do not promise to imitate the success of any of these 

leaders, but I do promise that I will try my best to follow the leadership taught by Qur'an and 

Muhammad SAS.  

  

My goals as the Dawah or SWJ leader will be to continue the current tradition of the MSA of 

creating awareness and helping those in need, eg. Islam Awareness Week, Israeli Apartheid 

Week, Orphan Sponsorship etc., and also to hold newer seminars, dialogues and debates like the 

recent 'Islam and Free Speech' event. I will hope to stir dialogue on various important Islamic 

and international issues, such as, the Palestine and Israel issue, the Kashmir issue, the Chechnya 

and Darfur Issues, Islamophobia, Religion and Atheism, etc. I also plan to collaborate with other 

student governments such as he EWB, SILK etc. when organizing these events. 

  

Apart from promoting all events amongst the Muslim and non-Muslim student body, I will also 

set up a means to invite the governing and teaching bodies of he University of Toronto. This 

will, surely, not only increase the overall interest of all university personnel in MSA events but 

also increase the intellectual level of the debates that will result from these events. 

 

Jazak Allah.           (contd) 



 - 12 - 

 

SALMA SHICKH 

 

As students for world justice, our main goal must be to promote equality and integrity. 

Throughout the year, I will work hard to increase awareness of the plight and suffering of the 

Muslims world-wide such as Palestine, Guantanamo and Afghanistan. It is upsetting to know 

that virtually most people in the West have little or no knowledge of the severe and harsh 

conditions that prisoners of Guantanamo face in their daily lives. As Muslims in the West, we 

have a responsibility, because we enjoy more freedom and face fewer obstacles in our lives. It is 

extremely important that we educate ourselves on these issues, and Inshallah that should be our 

plan for next year. In high school I worked with STAR and student parliament in motivating 

students to become more aware on international issues. It was shocking to see how little they 

know, but also the magnitude of their interest in making a change once they knew.  Awareness is 

key, and if we make sure our generation the one that is informed, then we can be the ones to 

change the world. I understand that this position comes with a responsibility, but this is not just a 

position to me. This is an issue that means a lot to me, and I will devote my passion and dedicate 

my work to not only fulfill my position but also to make a difference. 
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Community Affairs Coordinator

 

 

AHMAD KHAN 

 

I am a third year undergraduate at the University of Toronto in Honors Biophysics with a minor 

in English. I am on the Deans List for academic excellence and have been awarded scholarships 

for academic achievement. My program challenges me to think critically and decisively. The 

emphasis on problem solving nurtures creative, imaginative thinking. My organizational, team-

building and interpersonal skills have been honed by a variety of volunteer experiences. I am on 

the Executive Committee of Jimma Ethiopia, a student-led international health organization 

designed to strengthen connections between Ethiopian and Canadian medical students. I acted as 

a liaison between the Ethiopian community and the organization, helping to foster greater 

awareness and support for the project by building a network of connections. I have mentored and 

tutored high school students at Regent Park in the Pathways Education Program and the U of T 

Saturday Program. I am also on the Exec Commitee for Meal Exchange, a student-led national 

charity seeking to find creative solutions for food shortages in the Greater Toronto Area. As a 

community affairs director, I will strive to establish a greater social consciousness within the 

MSA through a series a community service initiatives within Habitat of Humanity, Meal 

Exchange and the Regent Park Pathways Education Program.   

 

HANAA ALKHODOR 

Asallam alikum wa rahmatul allah wa barakatu 

  

As undergraduate student here at u of t I realized that, msa encourages a significant numbers of 

individuals (everyone) who aspire to ñmake a differenceò in the lives of others and inform the 

local public about different issues such as education, poverty, violence, etc to take charge and 

help out. Thatôs what I am doing now, I would like to be on the committee as a community 

affairs executive and I have already shown commitment to these goals on campus activities by 

trying and volunteer in these activities or encourage others to go and help out. I have done a lot 

of work on campus such as participate in IAW and make the game and banner for that event, I 

have also helped out the OSP in organizing the dinner and encouraging others to help out as well. 

I am now a proud member of the OSP committee with a role of the volunteer executive. I think I 

will be good for this position due to the fact that I have experience organizing and setting events 

that will educate and teach people about the poverty, hunger, education, violence that are out 

there. I was the president of the student council in high school along with the body president of 

the school in grade 12. I have organized a fundraising event for the school and it was a great 

success. I am also a Certified Counselor with considerable experience in counseling and 

participating at multi-disciplinary arts day camp programs. [statement edited due to word limit 

restrictions] 
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MARGENA SADIKU 

 

Muslims face so many difficulties nowadays including stereotypes, the continuous media 

pressure and even oppression. It is hard to just lay back in our own comfort and be spectators 

while our brothers and sisters are suffering. Maybe it was an incident a couple of weeks ago that 

made me feel it deeper than before. As a newly covered Muslim girl I hadnôt been a target of 

ñopinionsò and ñbeliefsò of other people and I was shocked when a random student said while 

waiting to cross the street: ñYou know, maybe you should cross without waiting for the cars to 

pass. They will stop anyways thinking you are a terrorist or something.ò  Yeah, right! Because it 

was really obvious I had a couple of bombs implanted in my body.  

 

But this is nothing compared to the insults and the injustice that is being done to other brothers 

and sisters in different countries, where they are prohibited education, the liberty of choosing 

their faith or whatôs worse they are not even allowed to call their own land their own. I strongly 

believe that if each and every one of us tries to make a difference, by the end of the day we might 

see light and wisdom shining in horizon. Less people will strictly believe mediaôs lies and 

inshallah more will be interested in finding out who Muslims really are. But this will not happen 

if we donôt take a step forward and fight the injustice thatôs being done to so many of us. 

[statement edited due to word limit restrictions] 

 

SALMA SHICKH 

 

As students for world justice, our main goal must be to promote equality and integrity. 

Throughout the year, I will work hard to increase awareness of the plight and suffering of the 

Muslims world-wide such as Palestine, Guantanamo and Afghanistan. It is upsetting to know 

that virtually most people in the West have little or no knowledge of the severe and harsh 

conditions that prisoners of Guantanamo face in their daily lives. As Muslims in the West, we 

have a responsibility, because we enjoy more freedom and face fewer obstacles in our lives. It is 

extremely important that we educate ourselves on these issues, and Inshallah that should be our 

plan for next year. In high school I worked with STAR and student parliament in motivating 

students to become more aware on international issues. It was shocking to see how little they 

know, but also the magnitude of their interest in making a change once they knew. 

Awareness is key, and if we make sure our generation the one that is informed, then we can be 

the ones to change the world. I understand that this position comes with a responsibility, but this 

is not just a position to me. This is an issue that means a lot to me, and I will devote my passion 

and dedicate my work to not only fulfill my position but also to make a difference. 
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Daw’ah/Outreach Coordinator

 

FARHANA RAHMAN  

 

A "well-rounded" individual is not characterized simply by their academic excellence, their 

extensive involvement in the community, or their ability to shine as a leader.  It is the balance 

one finds in all these areas, while being a constant role model and mentor for others.  As 

students, that is where we come in.  It is our job to be the role models of our community ï 

willing to bring about change and make a difference.   

 

To be on the executive committee of the Muslim Students' Association will allow me to be a 

leader, a mentor, and a constant source of encouragement to bring about that "change." I have 

extensive experience in various areas of education, counseling, and fundraising, and I have taken 

on considerable leadership and supervisory roles, both on campus and in the community at large.  

My recent involvement in several subcommittees of the MSA ï as an active volunteer of the 

Women's' Conference and Islam Awareness Week, and as the Photography Contest Co-

Coordinator for The Muslim Voice ï I have had first-hand experience in the many 

responsibilities and rewards that are a crucial part of any successful organization.  My constant 

enthusiasm and love for teaching, intertwined with my proven leadership skills have led to my 

appointment as Awareness Co-Coordinator for the Orphan Sponsorship Program and Public 

Relations Director for Peace by PEACE. I am an enthusiastic, creative, and hard-working 

individual who never hesitates to take on any task at hand, with commitment, dedication, and a 

positive attitude. [statement edited due to word limit restrictions] 

 

HASHI MOHAMED 

 

My motivation for running stems from my deep-rooted passion for Dawah. For the past seven 

years I have involved myself in various dawah efforts, most notably my volunteer work at the 

numerous events and functions of The Quran & Sunnah Society of Canada. This past January, I 

took on the vacated position of Outreach coordinator with a mandate to see that the MSAôs 

annual Islam Awareness Week be carried out. Despite considerable odds, most significantly the 

mere six weeks allotted for its planning, I and my team of volunteers worked tirelessly to see the 

realization of IAW on March 24-28. Drawing from my recent experience, as next yearôs 

Outreach Coordinator I intend focus my efforts at magnifying the MSAôs outreach work, 

beginning by pronouncing January as Islam Awareness Month. A series of lectures by high-

profile speakers will be organized throughout January, in addition to holding our exhibit at 

Sydney Smith on numerous days within the month. This plan is advantageous in two ways: (1) 

by focusing our outreach activities on one month, this will maximize our outreach efforts and 

leave behind a stronger Islamic resonance within the university; and (2) by restricting major 

programs to the month of January, better organized and executed events result and volunteers see 

themselves more able to contribute in comparison to holding events during more hectic school 

months like November and March. This, in short, is what I hope to offer the MSA next year, and 

I thank you for your consideration.  
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HORIS MANSURI 

 

As-Salaamu alaikum (Peace be with you). My name is Horis Mansuri and I am a third year 

student in the Human Biology: Health and Disease Specialist program. I have been an active 

member of the MSA since my first year at U of T. Throughout these three years I have learned a 

great deal and have matured within the association. It is in my humble opinion that I am a 

capable candidate to head either Students for World Justice (SWJ) or Outreach. 

  

In the past, I have taken part in the organization and follow through of Outreach events. 

Furthermore, I developed an increasing interest in social justice issues after completing a 

comprehensive course on Health and Human Rights. It is through my experiences and strong 

interest in these two committees that I have decided to run as a candidate for these two positions.  

 

What I have to offer is enthusiasm, strong leadership, and determination. My motivation first and 

foremost is to seek the pleasure of Allah and I will do this by heading a committee which I hope 

will bring about positive changes through proactive endeavours. I am not only excited to get to 

know each and everyone of the members that decide to join either one of the committees, which 

inôshallah (God willing) I will be a part of, but I am also looking forward to working with you. 

 

NOURAH QA'ATY 

 

Assalam alikum brothers and sisters, 

 

My name is Nourah Qaôaty. As a first year student coming to U of T, I was honestly impressed 

by the efforts you have put together to make our MSA such a great success mashaALLAH. My 

objective is to help out in getting our community more involved with the MSA and more aware 

about our events. I am planning on having amazing events that will accommodate the needs and 

interests of all of us including our fellow non-muslims. This yearôs Islam awareness week was a 

great success alhmd li allah and I am looking forward to putting more effort in making it even 

better in the coming years as well as initiating more dawah opportunities on campus and off 

campus as well. As Muslims we need to be active members to serve our great faith and to serve 

our community. If elected I hope to build on what we as an MSA have accomplished so far, and I 

would also want to use this MSA position as a venue to encourage my brothers and sisters to 

develop their leadership skills and contribute to our community in a way that helps us all get 

closer to Allah (SWT).  

 

Contôd 
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ROOHAN AHMAD  

 

Islamic leadership is legendary. We have been blessed with some of the greatest leaders in 

history, such as, Saladin, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Khalid bin Walid, the Khulifa-e-Rashideen, 

Tipu Sultan, and so on. These people have become great leaders by following the greatest 

example of leadership, Muhammad SAS. I do not promise to imitate the success of any of these 

leaders, but I do promise that I will try my best to follow the leadership taught by Qur'an and 

Muhammad SAS.  

  

My goals as the Dawah or SWJ leader will be to continue the current tradition of the MSA of 

creating awareness and helping those in need, eg. Islam Awareness Week, Israeli Apartheid 

Week, Orphan Sponsorship etc., and also to hold newer seminars, dialogues and debates like the 

recent 'Islam and Free Speech' event. I will hope to stir dialogue on various important Islamic 

and international issues, such as, the Palestine and Israel issue, the Kashmir issue, the Chechnya 

and Darfur Issues, Islamophobia, Religion and Atheism, etc. I also plan to collaborate with other 

student governments such as the EWB, SILK etc. when organizing these events. 

  

Apart from promoting all events amongst the Muslim and non-Muslim student body, I will also 

set up a means to invite the governing and teaching bodies of he University of Toronto. This 

will, surely, not only increase the overall interest of all university personnel in MSA events but 

also increase the intellectual level of the debates that will result from these events. 

 

Jazak Allah. 
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The Muslim Voice Editor

 

 

TAUS SHAH  

 

Salaam, I am Taus Shah and I am running for the position of Editor of the Muslim Voice for the 

year of 2008-2009. Being part of the Muslim Voice team this year has given me the opportunity 

to experience firsthand the amount of hard work that goes into each and every issue. From 

collecting well-written articles to finally taking the finished product to the publishers, each step 

requires dedication and responsibility which I believe I have. Being the editor entails a lot of 

patience due to its demanding work, but I am definitely up for the task. Not only am I 

comfortable taking the initiative in any task, I also bring a certain sense of creativity to the 

management of the Muslim Voice and the Poetry Society. When facing difficult decisions or 

uncertainty regarding issues, I believe it is best to involve others and ask them for their opinions, 

in order to maintain trust and camaraderie. I have the leadership and dependability required to 

ensure that the Muslim Voice team stays motivated and, most importantly, enjoys creating 

wonderful and exquisite issues for our readers. Above all, one needs to be passionate about what 

he or she does and, inshôAllah, I will aim to make sure that the Muslim Voice remains a 

respectable outlet for opinions and voices of Muslim students on campus. 
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Academic Affairs Coordinator

 
 

YASIR KHAN 

 

The Academic Affiars Committee (AAC) has traditional focused on three areas. The most visible 

of these are the series of Pro-Grad fairs that are conducted through the year. Here students and 

interested parties are able to ask their questions from students within the desired faculties 

questions about career, qualifing exams, and interviews, etc. The AAC also strives to keep in 

touch with the MSA alumni serving to keep them informed about an institute that was a 

significant part of their past and at the same time offering current students the chance to interact 

and benefit from alumni who have transitioned into the next logical phase of their lives. Finally, 

the AAC endeavors to solicit scholarship funds from local businesses which are awarded to 

recognize the often remarkable efforts of individual MSA members. At the same time this 

outreach to business has the desirable quality of integrating the wider muslim community by 

getting muslim businesses involved in supporting good ideas. Inshallah, the ties that we build do 

not dissolve with the end of our university education but will encourage more significant 

collaboration in the future. 

 

As a nominee for this position, I recognize first that we are falling far short of the lofty goals that 

have been set for this Committee. Unfortunately I do not possess any experience  that would aid 

me in, for example, soliciting funds, etc. However, I have found that complaining has not solved 

the problem. I will need all your prayers and support to help achieve some of these goals. 
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